tion will be decided. The malcontents, who style
themselves the defenders of the Catholic reli-1 to Sidney
gion, and have promised that they will not lay
down their arms until they have brought back
these countries under the dominion of the Pope
and the King of Spain, are not prospering al-
together as they might wish. A short time since,
when they had invaded Flanders, the priests
and monks at Bruges began to raise their crests
higher than usual, on the strength of their ap-
proach: the people were indignant at this, and
turned them all out of the city. They have also
lately been expelled from West Friesland, where
not only the forts which have been built in the
towns, to keep the people to their obedience, are
said to have been destroyed, but all those also
which stand without the cities and belong to the
nobles, who have lately made a conspiracy with
the Count Renneberg, the governor of the coun-
try, and endeavoured to draw the province from
the confederacy of the States, They say that
Count Renneberg himself has fled to Groningen,
where I doubt if he is his own master,

I had written to Master Dyer, before I received
your letter, I have heard from the Emperors
court, that the Queen Elizabeth, the widow of
Charles, the King of France, has resolved to re-
tire with certain noble maidens to Vienna, into
the monastery of St. Anne, and there pass the
rest of her life, and not admit proposals of mar-

193de them to support him, before
